[Notes:man running]
This is Paul Waring.  

[Notes:feet]
He's an 18-year-old from the English seaside town of Felixstowe in the county of Suffolk.  

[Notes:low angle - after strum]
Like many youngsters of his age, Paul has got big hopes and dreams for the future.

[Notes:feet]
The talented teenager is the reigning English and European Deaf Golf champion and in the coming years the scratch golfer is aiming to join the ranks of the professionals.

[Notes:c/u face]
Trans World Sport was keen to find out more about Paul.

[Notes:SOT: PAUL WARING (English)]
I WANT TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL AMATEUR CAREER AND THEN TURN PRO AND PLAY ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR. MY ULTIMATE AMBITION IS TO PLAY IN AND TO WIN THE MASTERS.

[Notes:after SOT]
Paul was born profoundly deaf.  He began playing Golf at the age of 12, encouraged to do so by his father, Steve.  Golf is a sport that is challenging at the best of times, but Paul faces additional obstacles every time he steps out onto the course.

[Notes:SOT: PAUL WARING (English)] 

WHEN I HIT THE BALL, I CAN'T HEAR THE SOUND OF THE STRIKE.  I CAN'T HEAR IF IT WAS A GOOD OR BAD CONTACT. 

[Notes:SOT: PAUL WARING (English)]
I HAVE TO RELY ON THE FEELING OF THE STRIKE.

[Notes:after hit]
In the UK, over 10 million people are affected by some form of hearing loss and there are over 45,000 deaf children, of which more than half were born deaf, like Paul.  

[Notes:SOT: STEVE WARING (English)]
OBVIOUSLY, INITIALLY IT WAS GREAT SHOCK  TO US BECAUSE THERE IS NO HISTORY OF DEAFNESS IN THE FAMILY.  THERE IS NO REASON WHY HE WAS BORN DEAF, IT'S JUST ONE OF THOSE THINGS.  SO, AFTER THE INITIAL SHOCK, IT WAS JUST LEARNING HOW TO GET ON WITH LIFE AND HE'S BEEN QUITE STRONG WITH IT.  HE'S NOT LET THINGS REALLY WORRY HIM AND WE'VE BEEN THE SAME.  YOU JUST GET ON WITH THE HAND YOU'VE BEEN DEALT AND DO THE BEST YOU CAN.  

[Notes:after SOT]
As well as his individual European title, Paul also helped England win the team event at last year's championships in Finland.  His progress in the sport has been overseen by a team of coaches at the Felixstowe Ferry Club, one of whom is Trevor Mason.

[Notes:SOT: TREVOR MASON (English)]
WELL, I THINK ONCE HE GOT INTO THE COUNTY SQUAD HE SHOWED HIS POTENTIAL THERE AMONGST HIS PEERS, HIS ABLE BODIES PEERS, AND HE WAS OUTSTANDING AT THAT AGE AND AS HE'S GOT OLDER HE'S IMPROVED AND IMPROVED SO HE'S BEEN SHOWING POTENTIAL SINCE THE AGE OF FOURTEEN OR THERE ABOUT. 

[Notes:after bag]
Surprisingly, there is no category for deaf athletes at the Paralympics with the pinnacle of many deaf sports people careers being the Deaflympics and, therefore, neither UK Deaf Sport, nor the English Deaf Golf Association currently receives funding from the UK government to develop talented individuals. 

[Notes:SOT: STEVE WARING (English)]
PAUL REALLY ONLY GOT INVOLVED IN THE DEAF SPORT IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS OR SO, MAYBE TWO YEARS AND THE ENGLAND DEAF GOLF IS GOOD . THEY'RE GOT A GOOD GROUP OF GUYS THERE. AND THEY DO WELL. UNLESS YOU ACTUALLY LOOK FOR A DEAF SPORTING ACTIVITY, IT'S DOESN'T JUMP OUT AT YOU.  YOU HAVE TO GO OUT AND FIND IT REALLY I THINK. PERHAPS MORE AWARENESS WOULD BE BETTER. 

[Notes:after hit]
British Golfing legend, Tony Jacklin, who has himself been struggling with hearing loss over the past 25 years, is one of the patrons of the English Deaf Golf Association.  Jacklin has high praise for Paul who competes in both deaf golf events and regular tournaments. 

[Notes:SOT: TONY JACKLIN (English)]
I WOULD SUSPECT THE MOST DIFFICULT THING, AND I KNOW IT IS FOR ME, IS THAT PEOPLE WILL ASSUME THAT YOU CAN HEAR. AND UNLESS YOU EXPLAIN PRIOR TO PLAYING UNDERSTAND THAT I'M HARD OF HEARING. IF YOU SPEAK TO ME FROM BEHIND I CAN'T HEAR YOU AND IN PAUL'S CASE YOU KNOW, DEALING WITH ALL OF THAT AND NOT HAVING PEOPLE THINK YOU'RE IGNORANT BECAUSE YOU HAVEN'T ANSWERED THEM BECAUSE HE NEVER HEARD THE QUESTION IN THE FIRST PLACE. I SUSPECT THAT IS ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS HE HAS TO DO TO CONTENT WITH. BUT, AS A GOLFER HE HAS MY UTMOST ADMIRATION AND HIS RESULTS ARE FANTASTIC AND LONG MAY IT BE SO. 

[Notes:after SOT]
High profile names like Tony Jacklin raise awareness, but it's young players like Paul Waring who can help change perceptions about Deaf Golf and deaf sport in general.

END
