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UK Sport Investment Strategy Consultation

Part One: Key Facts on Deaf Sport in UK
Overall investment figures from UK Sport show that £49,254,386 was invested into Paralympics’ sport for London 2012, this will increase to £71,247,756 invested for Rio 2016. UK Deaf Sport received £134,000 in a Deaflympic and Talent Funding Grant from Sport England in 2012 this equates to just 0.19% of the amount set to be received by Rio 2016 Paralympic sports. 
In 2015 Deaf Sport talent support is being withdrawn.

Currently deaf participation rates according to Sport England Active People 7 Quarter 4 are just 10.8%, the lowest across all disability sports, with the average disabled participation being around 18%. This is despite deafness being the largest group of people classified as disabled and shows that current funding policy is affecting participation. If funding policy does not change, this gap and the isolation that deaf people feel will increase and other associated issues around mental health and obesity are likely to increase too (see “sick of it” research).
UK Deaf Sport (representing Great Britain as one of the founder members of the International Committee of Sport for the Deaf (ICSD)), have worked hard to ensure that the International Olympic Committee (IOC) have duly recognised Deaflympics under IOC Clause 39, UNCRPD Article 30.5. However the UK Government is not currently following the National Olympic Committee’s (British Olympic Association) lead and amending its policies to reflect the equal status that the Deaflympics has had with the International Olympic Committee since its formal recognition in 1955 which is simply preposterous even in today’s standards compared to Paralympics. However, by association, the UK government by delegating responsibility to UK sport for elite sport policy making is underpinning a philosophy which shows total disregard for the equality of all disabled people as championed by the IOC. 
In 2010 UK Deaf Sport discussed with Sport England’s CEO Jenny Price about the need for financial support for the Deaflympics in 2013. We received an agreement that Sport England would provide £150k to help with athletes’ costs to compete in the Deaflympic Games. The funds were reduced to £135k and conditions placed on the funds that none were to cover athletes’ costs and the funding was to be used only in the UK, to help NGBs develop an agreed talent pathway for deaf people that fitted into their current system. This we accepted and saw the long term benefits of developing a talent pathway. Having built strong relationships with many NGB’s such as Swimming, Football, Golf, Tennis, Athletics, Cricket, Judo and Cycling and developing some meaningful progress. Sport England have now stated that “they do not fund talent” and therefore will not entertain any further funding for Deaf Talent.  
Sport England have stated that UK Sport should be funding this type of work. We have approached UK Sport and their response is as follows;
“UK Sport has a clear remit to invest in Olympic and Paralympic sport and is determined to support all sports and athletes deemed to have realistic medal potential over an eight year cycle. Therefore UK Sport is not in a position to provide financial support to a Great Britain team for the Deaflympics. However, all deaf athletes who meet the performance standard for UK Sport’s World Class Programme, and are nominated by their National Governing Body for funding to enable them to compete at the Olympic or Paralympic Games would, of course, be funded.”
This shows that the current UK Governments policy is directly affecting our ability to support our talented elite athletes. UK Sport knows full well that it is not a decision to be made by UK Deaf Sport about including deaf athletes into the Paralympics, it is a decision to be made at IOC level. What the UK government must do is follow the lead of more enlightened and equitable governments elsewhere who mirror and implement the IOC equal recognition of the current status of Olympic, Paralympic and Deaflympic sports.
Without elite deaf athletes parading as ideal role models our participation work (which receives funding from Sport England of around £365k for 3 years) will be impacted as the deaf community are being seriously marginalised and undervalued in a sporting nation (which invariably includes Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland having received no funding at all for deaf sport) that continually talks about a legacy but excludes the 10 million deaf and hard of hearing people in the UK unless they are able to compete in mainstream activity but with much less or no effective communication or accessible means. The worrying fact is that many National Governing Body (NGB) of Sports community activity is not accessible to them and therefore the opportunity to learn in a mainstream environment is severely reduced. 
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