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UK Sport Investment Strategy Consultation

Part Two:
Deaflympics Fact Sheet

Many people across the UK were not aware whilst watching the wonderful achievements of Paralympic athletes at London 2012 that the event does not have any categories of competition for athletes whose only disability is deafness. It is true that deaf people will have competed at the games but they will have been there through another classification. The media perception of the Paralympics encapsulating all disabilities is a misconception perpetrated by the IPC themselves. However this marginalisation of deaf athletes from the Paralympics has much wider reaching implications as government policy for sport has prioritised funding toward this showcase event at the expense of the thousands of deaf athletes across the country.
The pinnacle of the majority deaf athletes’ careers is to represent their country in the Deaflympics. This worldwide multi sports event is the second oldest multi sports event in the world, which has been recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) since 1955 and run in the same way as the more commonly known sister events. The first games were held in 1924, some 40 years before the Stoke Mandeville Games (now Paralympics) began.
International Deaf Sporting Competition including the Deaflympics are sanctioned and organised by the International Committee of Sport for the Deaf (ICSD) with European competitions run by the European Deaf Sport Organisation (EDSO). In the UK the strategic lead agency for deaf sport is UK Deaf Sport who are responsible for organising the GB Team for each consecutive Deaflympic Games.
Here are some more key facts about the Deaflympics
· The most recent Summer Deaflympics was held in Sofia, Bulgaria in 2013 with over 4,000 athletes and officials from 77 countries. The Winter Deaflympics has over 600 athletes and officials from 23 countries competing every 4 years.
· The budget for Taipei Deaflympics in 2009 was reputed to have cost the Taiwanese Government around $75million and since then have used Deaflympic Games as an important infrastructure investment/springboard for hosting inaugural asia-pacific regional and world championships for hearing elite athletes in Taiwan.
· The Summer Games were first held in Paris in 1924. 9 countries sent 148 athletes to this inaugural event and they were the first games ever, for a group of people with a disability.  

· The Winter Games were established after World War II. The first games in Seefeld, Austria, attracted 33 athletes from 5 countries. 
· Le Comité International des Sports Silencieux, CISS (The International Committee of Silent Sports), later renamed Le Comité International des Sports des Sourds (The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf) was formed to oversee the games every four years. With a couple of exceptions during World War II, the games have been held every four years ever since.
· Many countries such as Ukraine, Turkey, Russia, France, Sweden, and Portugal have recognised Deaflympics on par with Paralympics. Great Britain has never been formally accepted nor recognised by the Government.
· CISS was admitted into the International Olympic Committee, IOC, as an International Federation with Olympic standing in 1955.

· The games were known as International Silent Games before they became the World Games for the Deaf. The most recent name, the Deaflympics, was formally adopted in 2001.
· The next winter Games will be in Russia in March 2015.

· The next summer Games will be in Turkey in 2017 
· Summer Games sports are; Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Beach Volleyball, Bowling, Cycling Road, Football, Handball, Judo, Karate, Mountain Bike, Orienteering, Shooting, Swimming, Table Tennis, Taekwondo, Tennis, Volleyball, Wrestling Freestyle and Wrestling Greco-Roman
· Winter Games Sport are; Alpine Skiing, Cross Country Skiing, Curling, Ice Hockey and  Snowboard
If you are keen to find out more please contact UK Deaf Sport on office@ukds.org.uk or visit our website www.ukdeafsport.org.uk
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